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HE is the hand-
SsOmest woman
in New York."
My dear fel-
fow, that is say-
ing & great
denl.™
“Not too mueh,
thoagh."
*Wheredld yvou
first meet her?"
“At & Bolheml-
an masque ball
in Venice. 5he
was impersonat-
ing Cleopatra, a

worthy repre-
| . sentative of that
wonderfal queen. I saw her and

loved her.and that's zll there is toit.™
| The speakers were Lwvo men, one in

his first youth and the s2conla man of
40 or tHereabouts, w.th hair streaked
with gray and a blase, eyoleal face.

**As I understand this wffair, the
diﬂienlty is that you do not atlempt
to muake a secret of it "
| “Fd like to know what business it

is of yours anyway."
. “*Now, Harry, don’t get angry with

me:. You know me too well for that
| My only reasun for questioning you so
impertinently and presuming to men-
tioo this affajir av all, is that | metd
Miss HBlapchard coming over on the
steamer and bec¢ame very wmuch lo-
terested in her, Enowing ns 1 do the
arrangement which exists between
you two young folks

I had been envyioz youand think-
Ing what & lucky chup you were,
when, suddenly upon landing, the
Brst news [ heur is & pretty morsel of
scandal concerning you and this Mrs.
Athelstyne. ™

The men werastrolling in the parl,
but now suddenly the elder man
paused at a bench, and made a motion
for his pompanion to sit down beside
bim. Then ha continuved:
! “Harry. my life waus spoiled by jast
such am entanglement as this of
yours. Ilost all chance of winning
ong of the best aud sweeatest of good,
putre women for my wife, bevause of
| the puablicity of my intrigue with o

notoripns woman., Yoo bave always
| called me cynical God knows [ bave
| had esough to make me s50,"

|'with & newly awakened interest and
| symputby.

I wus younger than yon &re now,
and [ was not promised to ons of the
mont beautiful girls i the world, as
you are.”

NEears ago.
- The vider man cortinned withont
heeding the impetnons interruption.
“*At that time I met agirl, a lov:ly
voung English actress, and proceeded
to become madly infatusted with her.
I should have mavrried her had she
consented, but she wonld not marry
me. I know now that she hal higher
antbitions, At that time shs por-
suaded me that it was solicitude for
my soeial and professional careser
which d terred her. I made no se-
| eret of my wild infatnat on. Wewaere
| seen togethereverywhere in tha moat
| pueblia places  Society frowned =t
firsr..  Afterwsard it taroed a ocld
shoulder upon me. Not that I carved.

—
C—

MY GOD! 8HE 18 MY OWS cioLn.”'

I was too much wrapped op in that
woman to care for anything. One
morning 1 wolke up to find that she
had deserted me. ‘Gona abroad with
a member of the nobility,” so her note
sajd. A lord who wus going to msarry
Ber.
| *Imeta woman abouta year after-
ward—my ideal womao — cultured,
refinad, pure and npoble hearted. 1
loved her. Itsvas oo mad infatdat’on
that time, bat a deep, abiding love,
which burns in my heart to-day just
s itdid swwhen I frst wrew to know
and understand her wonderful natars.
She, God bless her, returned my love,
| nod we were snguged to be murried
| **Then one day that other one cams
. back. The man with wbom she ran
| away from me had in tura deserted
her. Harry, she brought me a child
1t was my child. She implored me to
take the little creature and bring it
|np. She said she was not worthy to
ve the care of it and she promised
mhunnoy me agaio if I would do
so.

G d to her prayers and took
the little girl. I took her to France
snd pluesd her in s vonvent, sad then
went back to my betrotbed with that
miserable secret upon my conscisnoe.

‘'‘My betrothed heard of it and dis
missed me. That was all, except
that the child died a year later, and
' now Ism alone in the world, with no

one to love but you, Harry. Doo's

|poniail me, too Dua's let me see |

—— ]ymma- wrecked by the same error

that ruined mine.

“I bhave often heard yom wonder
why T always wore this o!d fashioned
pearl locket on my fob. I will teil
vou. It belonged to that first woman,
an! when she left the child with
me, it was about the little one's
soft; white throat 1 wear

plunnum. a constant reminder of my
sio, "

At that moment a perfestly ap-
pointed earriage rolled past, bearing
a voyally beautiful woman, whe
leaned back smong her ceushions with
the languor of a grande dame.

Her large dark eves apied Harry
St. Clair, and she favored him with =
beaming smile and a flatteriog dow.
Gerald Brisbane became as white as

& siatue as his eyes rested apon the
passing woman.

*Who is that, Harry?" he asked, in
a low, choked voiea.
ovThat is Mrs. Athelstyus.” the
young man replied, and there wos 2
low note of triumph In his tone as he
noticed his companion’s evident ex-
citement. *“Now, will yon acknowl-
edge Lthat T did not flatter her when I
called her the most besutiful woman
in New York?™

Brisbane hesitated s momene, and
wheo he spok e it was in & curiounsly
suppressed mapner,

**Now that I have seen her,” he

| said; ‘1 feel bound to urge yvou more

Harry St. Clair looked at his friend ¢

“That w polk my doing.” St Clair
mutlered, enly.  *'I have never
seen Nera achard in my life. Our |
w -came about through an
ar. me made by our parents

importunately to end this affair.
That wo man ¢ounld pever be trns to
any man. Believe me, my boy, I
know what I savy.”

Harry St. Clair turned and locked
long and earnestly at his companion’s
perturbed countenance, and then
with a sigh of despair he turoned aside.

“Mrx Athelstynns wos the first
woman then,” he murmured. *I un-
derstand itall pow.*

« - -

Lighta flashed, musle clashed and
sweet sounds of revelry floated out of
the wide-openad windows of the St
Clair mansion.

It was a most joyful occasion. A
reception in hopor of the home-com-
Ing of the bride and groom, Harry St
Clair and his exqguisits voung girl
wife, formerly Nera Blanchard.

Society smiled npop the young
couple and gave them (ta blessing.
Were they mnot both of them young,
handsomae, well connected and
weaithy?

Mr. Erisbane bent over hias friend's
wife. *‘I have something for you.,”
he said, with a kind w=swmile on his
proud, sensitive lips

“What? More gifts? Why, you have
overwhelmed us already with youor
generosity, Gerald.™

“But this is for you alone, Nera,"
he murmured signifiecantly, *“‘and I
want you 10 promlse me that you
will wear it slwa ys, mnight and day.
Tiarry knows the history of my little
offering. and he will appreclata m_\'
whim in thus asking you to wear lt
for me.”

Nera's sweet eves had grown grave
beneath the earnestiness of her
friend’s manoer and she promised to
wenr his trinket forever morse,

“Youw ses, T have an iden that it is
something of a talieman,”™ he =aid

| rayly. as he prouvuced n tlny velvet

box. and opened it before her expect-
ant gaze. Within upon a cushion of
creamy velvet reposed ap old-fash-
ioned pearl logketr to which was
fustened a slender gold chain.

- - - - - -

After the devarture of the guests
St Ciair and Gerald Brisbane. whom
he had persunded to remain all night,
repaired w Harry's smoking den to
enjoy & brief cigar.

“How much I owe to you, Gerald,”
the younger man said esarnestly.

“Tnt! my boy. your own true heart
wonld have been as sure o guide as
you imagioa my ushappy expericoce
was By the way, do yen ever hesr
snything from Mrs. Athelstyne?™

Harry stirred uneasily.

““No, but do vou know, Gerald, ﬂmt
18 the only thing that disturbs me.
the cut up rather roughly, you know,
over my desertion, and swore thut !
should not keep my wile long. It was
n horrible experience and It made n
tremendons impression upon me. Do
vou suppuse she will try to barm
Nera?”

Hrisbane bent his head back and
witched the smoke curl lazily above
his head.

“No, he said decidedly, “*Take my
word for it, Harry, Mre Athelstyne
will never barm a hair of your wife's
head.”

At that wvervy momeni, in the
apartmuent di rectly sbove SL Clair's
den, & magnificent woman wilth n
flendish smile upon her beantiful face
leaned over her hated rival, Harry St
Clairs lovely wile.

““So ke preferred you, with your
baby face and Innocent ways, 1o mo

| with my beanty and intelligenee and
| passionate love, for [ did love bhim.

e is the only man who has ever con-
qguersd my wild Impetuous psture.
Other men have loved ma, but I cared
for no one until I met him.

“Y swore that vou shonld neverlive
to enjov the happiness of his daily
presence, and I have come to fulfill
my oath.*

With & sickening gleam a shining
dugger blude flashed in the dim Inmp-
light, but instead of descending upon
the bared, white breast of the slecp-
ing woman, it fell to the floar with a
dull thud amid the heary draperios of
the couch.

The woman's eyos were riveted to
the girl's snowy throst, whereon
rested what was to her a familiar
trinkst, a little pearl locket

“My God! She Is my own chlld,
and I would have murdered her.”

- - - - - -

The next morning Mrs, St Clair's
maid found » curious, old-time dngger
on the foor mear her mistress’ bed.

Every one wsa surprised sod aston-
ished at the discovery except Gerald
Brisbane.

I fancy the pearl locket accom-
plished its intende ! destiny,” he told

himgelf, "and I am st last revenged.” |
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